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Foreword
XL DIz

Kirie is the “magic” that enriches my lifel!!

I began to teach myself the art of &irie while employed as an engineer at one of Japan’s
glant construction companies and have continued into my retirement years. For neatly
forty years I have journeyed to countries around the world and throughout the islands
of Japan, returning home to create ke portraying attractive places and scenes I
encountered during my travels. I have completed more than 160 &irie works. Kirie has
been the center of my life and has magically enriched my whole life. And even now,
whenever I gaze at one of my works, I vividly recall the excitement I felt when I
encountered the scene just as if it were yesterday.

Among the many varied delights that I owe to &irée, as I frequently mention below, my
greatest joy has been creating this collection by selecting my favorite works from
among all those I have completed. I am more excited than ever to release this book as
the first collection of my works to be shared with the world.

I have included 93 works in this book. Their subjects include 18 from Southern and
Eastern Europe, 26 from Western and Northern Europe, 10 from North America, 9
from Oceania and Asia, and 30 from Japan. I have added a brief comment on each
work enabling my readers to savor the beauty and atmosphere of various countries
and regions of the world at the same time as they experience the charm of kirze.

I hope to continue to center my life on the magic of £zre as 1 enjoy life even more than
I have in the past.

I hope that book will give you hints to ways you too can discover “magic” that will
enrich your life!ll
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Sagrada Familia Cathedral (Spain) #2774 - 77 IV 7k

This cathedral soaring above the streets of Barcelona is a famed incomplete work by Spain’s
leading architect, Gaudi. I show the cathedral in black and white. I made the sky with gradation
washi.
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Alley in Cérdoba (Spain) = /b K30

Narrow alleyway lined with white-walled houses, once home to many Jewish people. I tore up
pink and red washi and pasted it on the walls to show the blooming flowers.

L NHIX OAINEEM & ARED R 2, BEICBE S AEIE, B2 7 2RO E B I VR 72,
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Toledo (Spain) HFL F

A walled city enclosed on three sides by the Tagus River about 70 kilometers south of Madrid.

Inhabited by Christians, Muslims, and Jews, it developed a unique culture. I used gradation
washi to represent the red sunset.

< FU— RO 70kn, = F&2 ZHRINCFAENTOWAIRIELTIZ. FVU A M, A 2T 2%, =
FXHBIHAT, MFFOSULNR R 2 Tz, BT EILT T T — a V- 7=,

18



Cathedral and Palace in Segovia (Spain) &= &7 D8k b=

In this city located on a plateau at an altitude of 1,000 meters, visitors can sense the powerful
atmosphere of the middle ages. I combined its elegantly soaring cathedrals, ancient castle, a
view of its streets outside the castle wall, and daily life of its monasteries in a single work.
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Tower of Belem (Portugal) <L > D

This fortress is nicknamed ‘“The Noblewoman of the Tagus River”. I used pastel as the color
of the tower as it appears on a moonlit night. The single palm tree glittering in the night sky is

impressive.
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L —ARKDOY L ORPEIRHTH 5,

20



1]
. " ve .
(L) II ~ .

) \ Ty . (]
h LN T ) 2ls
3 oo ’ s® - S
v ] s|u b ¥ : ";: %
| (1] nges e ' =
ve e
10 0w P e P B & TrEL s 16 L
] ri -l - % =
i a8 ¥y s = 4 ]
i
= i,
[ Ty
1 iy -
= ..I|
) L e I
. .
'
U

Cityscape of Porto (Portugal) /L ks O 2

Portugal’s second largest city, Porto is a harbor city that flourished as a naval and trading

center and a port of departure during the Age of Discovery in the 14th to 15th centuries. This
work is a panorama of the old city along the Duoro River.
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Lake Bled (Slovenia) 7L Riff

I designed this work to combine the Pilgrimage Church of the Assumption of Maria that is a
baroque building floating on the surface of Lake Bled, Bled Castle on a precipice, Mt. Triglav
in the Julian Alps, and the red carnation that is Slovenia’s national flower.
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Drei Zinnen (Italy) RZ 4 F =3

One of the most famous views of the Dolomite Mountains, Drei Zinnen (three peaks) are
limestone mountains formed by deposits of the remains of living creatures on the sea bottom.
Covered by blooming flowers, they are a delight to behold.
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Leaning Tower of Pisa (Italy) tDOfHE

This 55-meter high tower standing in the Piazza del Duomo is made of granite. This work
represents the light and shadows cast on its inclined galleries with the columns shown in white
or black and white. The clouds are gradation washi.

R o 4B RO & 55m ORI REEA TTE CW5D, BELEFICETREE., HE2A. AR
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Hundertwasser House (Austria) 77/ FU 7 v —ny 2

Public housing in the City of Vienna. A house with colorful external walls, baroque onion-
shaped towers, and green covering the buildings. Like a living organism it varies its appearance
from season to season. I attempted to use pastels to color the walls.
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Zermatt in the Middle of Summer (Switzerland) HEE DY /L~ |k

A view of the Matterhorn from a field of flowers. This work shows the greenery of the plateau,
snowy valleys, and other midsummer scenery represented with green and blue gradation washi.
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The Pied Piper and Old Town of Hamelin (Germany)
= AL DR LIRS

This town is internationally famous thanks to the Grimm’s fairy tale, The Pied Piper of
Hamelin. In this work, the highly decorative wooden and masonry Renaissance buildings of
the old town with the Pied Piper at the center are shown in black and white.
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Wakka Wild Flower Garden (Hokkaido) 7 v /1 FUETE[R

This 100-kilometer ultra-marathon along Lake Saroma enters the Wakka Wild Flower Garden
at the 80 kilometer point. Flowers bloom on the course by the Okhotsk Sea. This view is the
theme of this work.

P =il 100kn UL T~ T Y 0E, 80km DU WRANMEICA D, ARV ZWRNIENRY E
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Trail Running in Utsukushigahara (Nagano) (#zJi LA NLT =027

Utsukushigahara soars to an elevation of 1,940 meters, orange-yellow day lilies grow profusely
on the pastureland, runners run towards the Utsukushi Tower, and in the distance, Yatsugatake.
I used torn washi for the gently drifting clouds.

£y JFITER 1940m, = a U AFRREE TN A HER, ELOEICH»> CTEL TV —, =
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Mt. Yakedake (Nagano) HEf%

Mt. Yakedake (2,455 meters) is the most active volcano in the Hida Range. I tore up white
paper to reproduce the volcanic smoke and drifting clouds.

et (2455m) [ITRBEILARD Tl HIFBI OB LUNE KL, BB LRI A EEZAWVKE D E > THRE
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Ainokura Gassho-style Village (Toyama) &4 5iE 0 4E7%

This collection of thatched roof buildings that warmly draw in anyone who steps inside, are

still inhabited. This work represents flowers and Japanese pampas grass, the forest and clouds
in the distance and the original scenery of Japan.
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Tonami Tulip Park (Toyama) F#iiliF =—V v 7 AR

Every year at the end of April, 3 million tulips representing 700 varieties bloom throughout
this park. I struggled with the color and size of the petals.

B4 AR, 700 f 300 TARDTF =—V v TNAR—IZKEZFED, EDOLOBEORE ZZHIHL
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Shiroyone Senmaida (Ishikawa) [k F#H

This view of small paddy fields descending to the seashore changes throughout the four
seasons of the year. I represented the early summer terraced paddies using pastel green and
tore up washi to show the whitecapped waves and clouds.

INESTRHMNER VR E TR AR WFRT 2 0XERETIND, HEOWEEZ AT LY
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Belly Dance (Tokyo) ~XVU—#> X

This style of dance originated in the middle east and Arab cultural region. This black and white

work shows a performance by dancers in the Ginza Art Hall Gallery on the final day of a
group exhibition.

ST 77 LB CREB LA VA « AX A )V, TA—TREKA, RET — b —/VEEE Tl
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Enoden and Enoshima (Kanagawa) L/ E & (LD

To get the best view of the Enoden (Enoshima Electric Railway) Train running on the Shonan
Coast, choose a place where you can see Enoshima Island in the background. I used torn white
paper to show the blue sea and sky and the seething cumulonimbus cloud.

MR 2 £ DL B —FRIRDHANILOBA Ny ZICR A D E 25, HFUEEZE, PhEsr
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Engakuji Kojirin in Late Autumn (Kanagawa) [15F & LR

Engakuji located in front of Kitakamakura Station is open for Zen meditation in all seasons. 1

represented the gradation of the red leaves with torn washi. It is near my home so I often stroll
on its grounds.
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Kofukuji Five-storied Pagoda and Cherry Blossoms (Nara)
Bl <7 FL S &

This work is a quiet view of the city of Nara. I struggled with the colors of the pagoda, the
cherry blossoms, Mt. Mikasa, and the moon.

REOWMOFEPRTE VRIS U, TER, Bk, =FU, A, ThEhoREIZHTT LT,
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Fireworks Display (Fukuoka) {E:k k%

Large and small fireworks color the summer night sky framed by their light reflected from the
greenery of Ohori Park and a group of buildings. The moon is hidden by the brilliant fireworks.
Firework displays are no longer held in my hometown.

HOK2EZ R RINDFEK, e THZ D REBRE DR EVEE 28I Lc, H IR AEKIC
AT LE Y, ZOMISDIERRZ BES ootz
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Afterword
Bz

I began to teach myself the art of &ire forty years ago, and since my retirement at the
age of sixty provided me with plenty of free time, I have devoted myself to creating
kirie. 1 held my first one-man show in 2010 and one every 3 years since then. This
year’s one-man show is my fourth. I have learned much both from people who have
come to see them and from the works themselves.

It is no exaggeration to say that my life revolves around kzrie. The themes of my &irie
include daily life, travel, flowers, running, mountaineering, skiing, and my
grandchildren. Creating a £zrie is very time-consuming. My present production rate is
1 a month, or 12 a year, and while some take a month to complete, I have completed
others in a few hours. I am happiest when I am quietly working without anyone
bothering me. Creating each work has faced me with new challenges, greatly increased
my knowledge and sharpened my skills. I incorporate knowledge that I obtain at
exhibitions of oil-paintings, watercolors, and Japanese-style painting and from
conversations with artists into my world of &zre. I enjoy considering what kinds of
works I will create in the future.

It is only when I go out and sharpen my sensitivity that my desire to create new works
wells up. In Asrie that are made by replacing a brush with a cutter knife, the sharp cut
edges give the work clarity. I wish to continue to create works by overcoming various
challenges in order to develop a brand-new genre of pictorial art.

I am able to continue creating £zrie thanks to my wife, Sakiko. She is a big help as she
plans and organizes our overseas trips, suggests themes for works, and gives me
appropriate advice concerning their composition, coloring and so on. We will probably
continue to travel together as a &irie creation team. I am also extremely grateful to
President Yasunaga Tatsumi of JARC Corporation who attended by 2013 one-man
show. This reunion with him led to the publication of this book.

I am looking forward eagerly to this book leading me to new global encounters and
discoveries at the same time as it gives its readers hints that will help them discover
“magic” that will enrich their lives!!!
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Short biography of the author #B/E

Kazuyuki Higashiyama H[lI —B5% (OB LLE TP &)

Kirie artist, member of the Association of Japanese KIRIE, the Kanagawa Prefecture Kirie Club, the Japan Alpine
Club, and Japan Association of Athletics Federations, and chief manager of Meisoukai Trail Running Section

TV ZMER, AARZY 2HRSR, RISV 20028, (&) BRLEBERRE. (&) AR R
BB, PES LA LT itEE MR E

1949: Born in Fukuoka City, Japan

1971: Joined the Takenaka Corporation

1979: Began self-taught kitie work

2006: Joined the Association of Japanese KIRTE

2007: Displayed kirie in the Japan Kirie Art Show for the first time (Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum)

2008: Exhibited with the Association of Japanese KIRIE in Paris France at an event celebrating 150 years of
relations between Japan and France

2009: Retired from the Takenaka Corporation
2010: Held a one-man show (Association of Japanese KIRIE Ryogoku Exhibition Hall)
2011: Published in the Yukan Fuji Newspaper (Starting a hobby)

2013: Submitted works to an exhibition by the Association of Japanese KIRIE in Germany (Freden), One-man
show (Kanda Gallery)

2016: One-man show (Kyobashi Gallery - Kubota Honkan). At the Japan Kirie Art Show I received an award in
recognition of my tenth exhibition at that event.

2019: One-man show (same as above)

Participation in group exhibitions: Japan Kirie Art Show, Hollyhock Exhibition, Hana Hana Exhibition,
Chikubokukai Exhibition, Kanagawa Prefecture Kirie Exhibition, etc.

1949 47 fEidTiAEE N

197148 (B PrhIEsE At

1979 4 JRETHIVER 4R

2006 . HARZ Y W AE

2007 4F MO THARZ D 2 EffmE  CRAHENEE)

2008 4% THALZSHE 150 JAFLRITE] BAE D ZHBERT 7oA - R RTE
2009 A (BR) Prep DA 2 AR

20104 fEJE (AARZ Y 2 o imiERRE)

2011 4% STl 7 D (BREEELA )

20134F HAZVZWR FAYVE (ZL—Fr) HE, #E (0 E)
2016 4% fHE CIEX v 7V —<IE7ARfE) | BARZ Y 2 ELINE 10 BHERE
2019 4% fERE (A L)
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